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Letter from the President 

Hello, 

I would like to take this time to express my sincere 

appreciation, as well as that of all the Bright Tomorrows 

Child Advocacy Center Board Members, for any and all 

support that has been given to Bright Tomorrows. 

Whether it is donations of money or material items; 

donations of your valuable time; or support through 

word of mouth. Any level of support is important to us 

and the children that are served through the Child 

Advocacy Center. I can speak from experience of how 

important the Bright Tomorrows Child Advocacy Center 

is to our community and our children. As a law 

enforcement officer in Bannock County, I have worked 

child abuse cases over the last 16 years. During the 

majority of that time, the Child Advocacy Center did not 

exist.  I have worked these cases with and without the 

assistance of the Bright Tomorrows Child Advocacy 

Center. I can say that we now provide a more efficient, 

effective, and caring service to children that are 

abused, especially those that are sexually abused. 

Bright Tomorrows, as a counseling center, has been in 

ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ улΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

continue to be exceptional.  

I can only say that Bright Tomorrows in an asset to the 

community and children of Southeastern Idaho.  There 

is not one of us that would love to say this service was 

not needed, but the unfortunate fact is that it is. The 

Board Members of the Bright Tomorrows Child 

Advocacy Center are very passionate and are humbled 

by the number of people that are just as passionate as 

we are for what the Child Advocacy Center provides for 

the children.  

Thank you for your continued support of Bright 

Tomorrows and any considerations you have to support 

us in the future. 

Sincerely,  

Toni Vollmer, Board President. 

 

Current Board Members 

Toni Vollmer   President 

Steve Markham  Vice President 

Vickie Rice  Secretary 

Jan Koehler  Treasurer 

Alice Arambarri  Immediate past 

President 

Karl Anderson 

Mary Keating 

Ken Webster 

John Arvas 

Jana Garner 

Leslie Foltz 



 
3 

 

  

Letter from the Directors 

Our nation, as well as our local community has seen many challenges this 2008-2009 fiscal year. We feel 

blessed at Bright Tomorrows that we continue to weather this storm, and even see positive growth that 

benefited the children we serve. This year Bright Tomorrows has expanded to being able to accept insurance 

and Medicaid which has allowed us to hire on six paid counseling staff. This has allowed us to greatly reduce 

our waiting list for services. Which means children and families struggling with newly discovered or past sexual 

abuse are now able to get the help and support they need in a timelier manner. We also have trained a second 

forensic interviewer which provides greater access for children and the community agencies that utilize our 

center for quality child forensic interviews. Administratively, Taunya Pew has been our Office Manager for a 

little over a year and half and she insures our office runs smoothly on a daily basis. Curtis Peterson replaced 

Lynn Miner as the Business Director and Lynn now focuses on our Stewards of Children Program and providing 

advocacy services for the children and families we serve.  

All of these positive changes would not have happened without the support of a community like ours. Our new 

facility, built by the generous hearts and hands of this community, has given Bright Tomorrows the ability to 

expand services to meet the needs of children and families struggling with abuse. This generous donation also 

continues to provide these children and families with a warm, safe, and friendly environment in their time of 

crisis and need,   In addition to this our community has consistently come together to show their care and 

support for children through donations both monetary and in-kind. Thank you Southeast Idaho Bright 

Tomorrows promises ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ άǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ creating a safe and healthy 

future. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Downes and Curtis Peterson 

Directors of Bright Tomorrows 

 Staff of Bright Tomorrows 

Anne Teirney, LPC, Forensic Interviewer and 

Counselor 

Brooks Bastian-Hanks, LCPC, Counselor 

Cassidy Zahm, LPC, Lead Forensic Interviewer and 

Counselor 

Curtis Peterson, MS, Business Director 

Dedra Quinn, LCPC, Counselor 

Gina Judd, LPC, Counselor 

Kathy Downes, LCPC, Clinical Director 

Lynn Miner, LSW, Child Advocate and Outreach 

Coordinator 

Taunya Pew, Office Manager 
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Accomplishments in 2008/2009 

Outside Play Area. Our outside 

play area was completed with the 
help and coordination of Shane 
Jones who took on the project as 
part of his Eagle Scout Project. 

 

Fundraising in 2008/2009. 
Despite the economy the 
community came together and 
showed how important children are 
in our area. Bright Tomorrows 
successfully raised over $10,000 at 
the Third Annual Dinner and 
Auction with over 150 community 

members in attendance. 

 

Completed play waiting area for 
kids. Our waiting area for kids was 

completed and provides a child 
friendly waiting area with activities 
and games while children wait for 
their appointment.  

 

Stewards of Children. In 

partnership with the Idaho 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ .ǊƛƎƘǘ 
Tomorrows provided training to 267 
community members. 
 

 
 

Teddy Bear Clinic. Bright 

Tomorrows set up a table to provide 
children and families with information 
about child sexual abuse, personal body 
safety coloring pages and crayons, 
information about the Child Advocacy 
Center, and pinwheels promoting Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. We also held 
two interactive puppet shows about 
personal body safety for children ages 3-
12 years old, encouraging interaction 
and questions from the children and 
parents in the audience. 

 

Hired and trained second 
forensic interviewer. In July Anne 

Tierney was hired. A Graduate from 
the ISU Master in Counseling 
program, Anne was trained in 
Interviewing in June 2009. 

 

 

Hired two new counselors. To 

alleviate the ever growing waiting 
list for clinical services we hired two 
new counselors: Anne Tierney, 
M.Coun, LPC and Brooks Bastian-
Hanks, PhD, LCPC 

 
 

Medicaid Mental Health Clinic. 
After a year and half of work 

Bright Tomorrows has officially 
become a certified Medicaid 

Mental Health Clinic.

 

Trained four ISU Intern 
counseling students in 
counseling methods specific to 
child sexual abuse. 
 

 

 


